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CONSUMER PROTECTION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2013 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 31 October 2013. 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [4.09 pm]: I had hoped that 
after that strenuous bit of exercise this afternoon we might have taken an early break. But, anyway, such is life, 
and it is Thursday afternoon, and we have been waiting with great excitement to deal with the Consumer 
Protection Legislation Amendment Bill 2013 since October 2013, so I suppose today is as good a day as any to 
crack on with it. The Minister for Commerce will be pleased to know that the Labor Party will be supporting this 
bill, and we will not need to go into Committee of the Whole on this bill. I flag those two things straight up. So if 
the minister is really, really lucky, he might even get this bill through today. 

Hon Michael Mischin: We are never that lucky, but I live in hope. 

Hon KATE DOUST: If the minister does not interrupt, he might be fine. 

This bill seeks to amend 14 separate pieces of legislation. This is an unusual bill. I have not come across another 
bill that seeks to amend such a significant number of acts in one go. Normally we would regard a bill that deals 
with minor amendments as an omnibus bill. I am not sure whether the government is treating this as an omnibus 
bill, because not all the amendments in this bill are necessarily of a minor technical nature in terms of changing a 
comma or a word here or there; some of the amendments in this bill are to change responsibilities and the way in 
which certain actions are conducted. 

I see that people are keen to do other things. 

Hon Michael Mischin: I am listening. 

Hon KATE DOUST: I am pleased to hear that. 

This bill seeks to amend the Commercial Tenancy (Retail Shops) Agreements Act 1985; the Employment Agents 
Act 1976; the Fair Trading Act 2010; the Land Valuers Licensing Act 1978; the Limited Partnerships Act 1909; 
the Motor Vehicle Dealers Act 1973; the Motor Vehicle Repairers Act 2003; the Petroleum Products Pricing 
Act 1983; the Real Estate and Business Agents Act 1978; the Residential Parks (Long-stay Tenants Act) 2006; 
the Residential Tenancies Act 1987; the Retail Trading Hours Act 1987—a favourite of mine; the Settlement 
Agents Act 1981; and the Travel Agents Act 1985. 

I want to very briefly remind members of some of the changes that are proposed to be made to each of these acts. 
The government has referred to this bill as being part of a process of red tape reduction. We are all for red tape 
reduction and making processes simpler, more efficient and more productive. I referred last night to the draft 
report overview tabled by the Economic Regulation Authority on its microeconomic reform inquiry. That report 
contains a number of recommendations on how the government can reduce the cost of complying with 
regulation. Recommendation 14 at page 5 states — 

Update the Red Tape Reduction Group’s 2009 assessment of regulatory burden in Western Australia, to 
measure current levels of regulatory burden in the State. 

That is an eminently good idea. I hope that the minister is able to give us an update on how the government will 
respond to that recommendation. 

The report of the Red Tape Reduction Group was tabled in 2009. The Red Tape Reduction Group was co-
chaired by Liza Harvey, the now Minister for Police, and Hon Ken Baston, the now Minister for Agriculture and 
Food. More than 100 recommendations are made in that committee report about changes that could be made to 
reduce the level of red tape impacting upon business in Western Australia. I must say that there has been a 
reasonably slow start on the part of government to respond to the recommendations in that report, which are 
extremely diverse. It is only now that we are starting to see an appropriate discussion around the mechanisms 
that should be applied to achieve that. The government has framed another piece of legislation—which will 
eventually meander its way into this place—around red tape reduction. I recall that the Premier flagged some 
time ago that he would have an annual red tape reduction day. I am not sure whether the date has been set for 
that day this year or whether that is what we are doing this afternoon, so the minister might like to remind me. 

Hon Michael Mischin: I think it was not so much a red tape reduction day as a repeals day. 

Hon KATE DOUST: I think the Premier framed it as being a red tape reduction day. 

Hon Michael Mischin: It may embrace that, but otherwise it is simply clearing the books of unnecessary and 
redundant legislation. 
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Hon KATE DOUST: It is an excellent, excellent idea to remove obsolete legislation. But it is how we spin it, 
I suppose, and I think the Premier spun it as removing red tape. Anyway, I just wanted to remind members that 
there is a current and ongoing discussion about updating and removing red tape, and some interesting points are 
made in this report from the ERA. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 3479.] 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
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